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IN ANTICIPATION OF OUR SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE THAT IS COMING OUT IN SEPTEMBER, WeAr ASKED LEADING FABRIC AND FIBER MANUFACTURERS TO SHARE THEIR SUSTAINABILITY DEVELOPMENTS AND TO REFLECT ON WHAT THE TERM MEANS TO THEM


Rosey Cortazzi, Global Marketing Director, ISKO

To describe the way we do things, the word responsibility is much more fitting than the word sustainability. To us, being responsible means being committed to creating positive change both for the community and for the environment. Our ‘Responsible Innovation’ approach stemmed from a holistic and conscious mindset that focuses on creativity, competence and citizenship. This culture of continuous improvement means going beyond simply using low-impact materials and processes; it also entails an environmental management of our facilities, the machinery we use and the technologies we develop.

https://iskodenim.com 


Christina Kreuzwieser, Head of Marketing Communications Europe & Americas, Lenzing

Our technologies are working examples of a circular economy. We combine the biological cellulose cycle of our wood-based fibers with innovative technologies, which are characterized by recycling and high recovery rates. One of our recent product developments is the ‘Refibra’ technology used for the production of ‘Tencel’ Lyocell fibers, which is based, among other things, on cotton scraps leftover from the production of cotton clothing. ‘Tencel’ Lyocell is the first cellulosic fiber that uses wood as well as recycled materials for pulp production. At present, an estimated 50 million tons of old clothing is disposed of each year. With ‘Refibra’, Lenzing is supporting new solutions for a circular economy in the fashion industry and underscoring its position as a sustainable producer.
Another step towards sustainability was the introduction of Lenzing ‘Ecovero’, a high-performance viscose fiber with a very favorable ecological footprint. A special technology supports the identification of this fiber in the finished products, which guarantees transparency along the entire processing chain.
www.lenzing.com 


ISKO

ISKO is helping young designers to produce in a sustainable way. The ‘Ksenia Schnaider x ISKO’ collection offers an eco-interpretation of the last three years’ bestsellers from the emerging brand’s collections using ‘ISKO Earth Fit’ fabrics to recreate her Schnaider’s inimitable demi-denims along with flared jeans, shorts, skirts and cropped jackets. Furthermore, as of March 2019, ISKO has become a member of Textile Exchange, a global non-profit organization that focuses on minimizing the impacts of the textile industry on the world’s water, soil, air and people. Addressing gaps in current industry standards, at all levels of the supply chain – from farmers to manufacturers to retailers – Textile Exchange ensures that all the work done towards sustainability in the textile industry leads to meaningful change. 
https://iskodenim.com 

DUPONT SORONA

At the latest Performance Days, DuPont held workshops tackling sustainable solutions in performance wear. DuPont Sorona, the bio-based, high-performance polymer used in apparel – from yoga wear to denim to everything in-between – took center stage. One of the workshops discussed ‘Beyond Elastane’, a fiber that makes it possible to achieve long-lasting, mechanical stretch and excellent recovery with a better-for-the-planet profile and without the use of lace elastane or spandex. Unlike elastane, stretch from Sorona doesn't break down over time and is dyeable and recyclable in any normal polyester recycling stream. The ‘Sorona & Naturals’ workshop offered insights on how Sorona could be combined with natural fibers, such as cotton, wool and linen, bringing in the performance benefits expected from a synthetic fiber plus a fantastic hand-feel, while other workshops unpacked how Sorona could be used in outerwear and insulation. 

www.sorona.com 

VICUNHA

Brazilian textile manufacturer Vicunha launched a project aimed at tracking the use of water through the entire production chain, from the growing of the cotton to the end life of a pair of jeans. The project tracks the use of Green water (rain water), Grey water (used to return the effluent back to its natural state) and Blue water (collected water not returned to its original source). The combination of all three makes up the water footprint. This instrument allows for transparency across all aspects of the lifecycle. 92% of Brazilian cotton is watered by rain, so the company already had a head start in comparison to its competitors, but the new project ensures even more water savings. 
www.vicunha.com.br 

RAJBY

Rajby’s BFI (Better Future Initiative) focuses on countering any negative impact arising during the denim manufacturing process. Rajby utilizes post-consumer waste and post-industrial waste through high-grade recycling processes. The Zero Water Discharge Process (ZWDP) has made the denim manufacturing process responsible to such a degree that zero liters of wastewater are discharged during dyeing and finishing. In addition, the company’s new ‘C2C Certified Gold Denim Fabrics’ utilize 100% organic cotton, C2C Material Health Certified (MHC) ‘Gold Elastane – Roica v550’ and no toxic substances; green dyestuffs such as Dystar Indigo and Salt Free Dyeing – Cadira Technology; and a green Closed Loop Process with zero-waste water discharge in dyeing and finishing.

www.rajby.com.pk 

INDIGO

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘BLU’, the pure denim collection by Indigo Textile’s Project Blue Book, is built on the premise that ‘green is the new blue’ and aims to offer customers multiple options to convert their existing product range into a more responsible one. In terms of raw materials, Indigo Textile offers organic and Post-Consumer Waste cotton in generic products, in addition to ‘Soybean Protein Fiber’, a high-performance substance derived from soybean oil production (post oiling) where the protein is extracted from soy distillation and refined after extraction of food, and all waste products are then used in animal feed. We also provide sustainable processes, including ‘The Orbit Dyeing’.

www.indigo.com.pk 







