New Bourgeoisie

Polina Beyssen

IN LINE WITH FASHION’S RENEWED INTEREST IN OLDE WORLDE LUXURY, VISUAL SIGNIFIERS OF OLD PARISIAN BOURGEOISIE WERE SEEN THROUGHOUT THE A/W19 RUNWAYS

Oozing timeless elegance, A/W19 womenswear collections celebrate the revival of old-school splendor. Sophisticated pieces, such as pleated knee-length skirts, fluid silk blouses and neck scarves, perfectly tailored blazers and trench coats made in noble materials, make that discreet charm of the bourgeoisie palpable again – a true palate cleanser after multiple seasons of overstyled streetwear dominating the podium.

The epitome of the trend was seen in the latest Celine show by Hedi Slimane. Abandoning his signature 80s-inspired sexy glamour, the designer unveiled a lineup of French bourgeois women inspired by old-time Celine aesthetics. Pleated country-check knee-length skirts and culottes, cream bowed silk blouses, impeccably structured blazers and coats, skinny jeans, printed logo scarves and granny-style knits with glossy knee-high boots were accessorized with classy chain bags and aviator sunglasses. Demna Gvasalia, too, is drifting away from his usual aesthetic: renouncing 90s streetwear references, he turned instead to ‘bougie’ looks that were solidified in Balenciaga’s latest show, which featured chic minimalist silhouettes in vibrant hues of aqua cyan, turquoise, fuchsia pink and red. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Across the Channel, the dress codes of British aristocracy reigned at Burberry and Victoria Beckham, where modern tailoring and fine knitwear were interspersed with knee-length dresses and skirts, enhancing the contemporary feminine appeal. Meanwhile, in Italy, the Fendi show revealed strong double-breasted blazers and coats, knife pleat skirts and romantic translucent dresses in neutral tones offset with sunshine yellow, azure and fuchsia. Marni provided a more complex and darker version of the neo-ladylike vibe, with chain and piercing details appealing to the good girl’s hidden rebellious side.   


 


















